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Aims and educational opportunities  

NESCAN, in partnership with ACA and Aberdeen Science Centre are excited to be 

launching this competition for young people as part of COP26, which is taking part in 

Glasgow in November 2021. We want to get young people thinking boldly and creatively 

about the ways climate change will affect them and their environment, and the ways our 

society needs to change. To take part, they will need to exercise their communication, critical 

thinking and lateral thinking skills, both to shape their message and to maximize its impact. 

They will have the opportunity to engage in new learning on climate-related issues, 

approached in a broad, interdisciplinary way. We see this competition and the momentum 

brought by COP26 as a chance for educators to build climate content into their teaching this 

Autumn, be it for a one-off workshop or as one of their topics. To facilitate this, we have 

collated links to quality educational resources on climate below and flagged up the relevant 

Sustainable Development Goals and curricular learning outcomes across a wide range of 

subjects. Even more importantly, our hope is that engaging with this competition and 

learning process will empower entrants to consider greener, smarter, more responsible 

choices. 

All the resources and details are here. 

 

Educational resources on climate  

Specific resources are included in the primary and secondary packs, to help participants with 

possible projects. As teaching materials we particularly recommend the following websites: 

 The WWF website is particularly user-friendly, as you can select the relevant age 

group, climate theme and type of resource (lesson plan, activity or information sheet, 

storybook...). However we wish to note that NESCAN strongly deplores WWF’s 

record of human right violations targetting indigenous communities in their protected 

areas in the Global South.  

 Aberdeen Climate Action’s website has a school resources pack including a climate 

change assembly, a carbon sorting game and much more (designed with Climate 

Week in mind). 

 NASA’s website also has a lot on climate: lesson plans, games, storybooks, 

colouring pages and other thematic resources for educators. 

 Climate Change Connection has school resources including activity sheets, colouring 

sheets and a scavenger hunt. 

 If you have access, Twinkl has resources sorted by level on sustainability. 

 BBC Bitesize and BBC Teach have a range of both primary and secondary resources 

on sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

https://aberdeenclimateaction.org/nescan/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources
https://climateweeknortheast.org/school-resources-packs/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/teach/
http://climatechangeconnection.org/resources/climate-friendly-schools/resources-for-schools/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?all=&q=sustainability&c=246&r=parent&fco=14410
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
file://///UXENSVR/%7bFD34A37F%7d/EXT/XQ/•%09https:/www.bbc.co.uk/teach%3ffbclid=IwAR2VG0YvOXs1DXae2CNFCsVtZjXN3EZ00u8nwSRS-O8vDO8QzAjZO2W1wpE


                                                              

                        
                      

Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Directly relevant to the competition and packs are the following two SDGs: 

 

Further SDGs might also be relevant, depending on individual projects: 

 

 

Experiences and learning outcomes 

Expressive Arts 

I have the opportunity to choose and explore a range of media and technologies to create 

images and objects, discovering their effects and suitability for specific tasks. EXA 1-02a 

I can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and 

concepts. EXA 2-03a 

I can use and combine the visual elements and concepts to convey ideas, thoughts and 

feelings in expressive and design work. EXA 3-03a 

While working through a design process in response to a design brief, I can develop and 

communicate imaginative design solutions. EXA 3-06a 

I have continued to experiment with a range of media and technologies, handling them with 

control and assurance to create images and objects. I can apply my understanding of 

properties of media and of techniques to specific tasks. EXA 4-02a 



                                                              

                        
                      

By working through a design process in response to a design brief, I can develop and 

communicate imaginative and original design solutions. EXA 4-06a 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

In everyday activity and play, I explore and make choices to develop my learning and 

interests. I am encouraged to use and share my experiences. HWB 0-19a 

I am aware of my own and others’ needs and feelings especially when taking turns and 

sharing resources. I recognise the need to follow rules. HWB 0-23a 

Through taking part in a variety of events and activities, I am learning to recognise my own 

skills and abilities as well as those of others. HWB 1-19a 

I can follow and understand rules and procedures, developing my ability to achieve personal 

goals. I recognise and can adopt different roles in a range of practical activities. HWB 1-23a 

Opportunities to carry out different activities and roles in a variety of settings have enabled 

me to identify my achievements, skills and areas for development. This will help me to 

prepare for the next stage in my life and learning. HWB 2-19a 

While working and learning with others, I improve my range of skills, demonstrate tactics and 

achieve identified goals. HWB 2-23a 

I am developing the skills and attributes which I will need for learning, life and work. I am 

gaining understanding of the relevance of my current learning to future opportunities. This is 

helping me to make informed choices about my life and learning. HWB 3-19s 

I am developing the skills to lead and recognise strengths of group members, including 

myself. I contribute to groups and teams through my knowledge of individual strengths, 

group tactics and strategies. HWB 3-23a 

Based on my interests, skills, strengths and preferences, I am supported to make suitable, 

realistic and informed choices, set manageable goals and plan for my further transitions. 

HWB 4-19a 

While learning together, and in leadership situations, I can: 

 Experience different roles and take responsibility in organising a physical event 

 Contribute to a supportive and inclusive environment 

 Demonstrate behaviour that contributes to fair play. HWB 4-23a 

 

Literacy and English 

As I listen and talk in different situations, I am learning to take turns and am developing my 

awareness of when to talk and when to listen. LIT 0-02a / ENG 0-03a 

I listen or watch for useful or interesting information and I use this to make choices or learn 

new things. LIT 0-04a 



                                                              

                        
                      

When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, 

when to ask questions and how to respond with respect. LIT 1-02a 

I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in logical sequence and use 

words which will be interesting and/or useful for others. LIT 1-06a 

When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value 

others’ contributions and use these to build on thinking. LIT 2-02a 

I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an appropriate way for my 

purpose and use suitable vocabulary for my audience. LIT 2-06a 

When I engage with others, I can make a relevant contribution, encourage others to 

contribute and acknowledge that they have the right to hold a different opinion. LIT 3-02a 

I can independently select ideas and relevant information for different purposes, organise 

essential information or ideas and any supporting detail in a logical order, and use suitable 

vocabulary to communicate effectively with my audience. LIT 3-06a / LIT 4-06a 

When I engage with others I can make a relevant contribution, ensure that everyone has an 

opportunity to contribute and encourage them to take account of others’ points of view or 

alternative solutions. LIT 4-02a 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

I can collect objects and ask questions to gather information, organising and displaying my 

findings in different ways. MNU 0-20a 

I have explored a variety of ways in which data is presented and can ask and answer 

questions about the information it contains. MNU 1-20a 

I have carried out investigations and surveys, devising and using a variety of methods to 

gather information and have worked with others to collate, organise and communicate the 

results in an appropriate way. MNU 2-20b 

I can work collaboratively, making appropriate use of technology, to source information 

presented in a range of ways, interpret what it conveys and discuss whether I believe the 

information to be robust, vague or misleading. MNU 3-20a 

By applying my understanding of probability, I can determine how many times I expect an 

event to occur, and use this information to make predictions, risk assessment, informed 

choices and decisions. MNU 4-22a 

Sciences 

I have experienced, used and described a wide range of toys and common appliances. I can 

say “what makes it go” and say what they do when they work. SCN 0-04a 

I am aware of different types of energy around me and can show their importance to 

everyday life and my survival. SCN 1-04a 



                                                              

                        
                      

Through exploring non-renewable energy sources, I can describe how they are used in 

Scotland today and express an informed view on the implications for their future use. SCN 2-

04b 

By investigating renewable energy sources and taking part in practical activities to harness 

them, I can discuss their benefits and potential problems. SCN 3-04b 

By contributing to an investigation on different ways of meeting society’s energy needs, I can 

express an informed view on the risk and benefits of different energy sources, including 

those produced from plants. SCN 4-04a 

 

Technologies 

I can use digital technologies to explore how to search and find information. TCH 0-02a 

I can use digital technologies to search, access and retrieve information and am aware that 

not all of this information will be credible. TCH 02-02a 

I can make suggestions as to how individuals and organisations may use technologies to 

support sustainability and reduce the impact on our environment. TCH 2-07a 

I can identify the costs and benefits of using technologies to reduce the impact of our 

activities on the environment and business. TCH 3-07a 

I can use technologies to process and manage information responsibly and can reference 

sources accordingly. TCH 4-02a 

I can present conclusions about the impact of technologies on the economy, politics and the 

environment. TCH 4-07a 

  



                                                              

                        
                      

NESCAN is running a climate competition. 

The global intergovernmental climate conference COP26 is coming to Glasgow in 

November. In this summer’s IPCC report, climate scientists have given us a stark reminder 

that we have just 10 years to cap global warming at 1.5C. This makes COP26 the most 

significant yet. NESCAN (North East Scotland Climate Action Network) has been granted a 

place in COP26’s Green Zone, a platform for the general public, youth groups etc. to 

represent the views of civil society, meet and learn. 

A crucial part of our display at COP26 will be messages on climate from children and young 

people in the North East. Our area’s energy expertise gives it an important role in the 

transition we are all facing to decarbonise our future. Even more than elsewhere perhaps, 

our regional communities will need to adapt to new ways of thinking about our choices. The 

impact will be greatest on our young people, and they are good at using their imagination, so 

we are asking them to be bold, think big and send us strong messages to take to COP26 on 

how they want their communities to look like in 2030.  

Entries can come in various forms, and could include a short video or paragraph as an 

optional bonus for older, more motivated pupils (1-3ms). Supervising adults are encouraged 

to help with the shooting and editing of any video. Individual and group entries are both 

accepted. Groups should be no larger than 5 individuals, though for more ambitious projects 

such as play or song performances, feel free to build a team that suits your needs. 

This pack provides some ideas of what entries could look like, as well as resources to 

support entrants in their projects and learning about climate. It is up to schools and 

educators to take this opportunity to teach a topic on climate or sustainability, and use some 

of the lesson plans and other teaching resources linked below. The competition and 

supporting resources tie neatly with SDGs and Educational Objectives across a broad range 

of subjects.  

 

Prizes 

Top entries will go to COP26 in Glasgow on Thursday 4th November. NESCAN will display 

them in their space at the Green Zone, so that global leaders and everyone coming will see 

them. We also encourage schools and other participating settings and individuals to consider 

how they might exhibit their entries locally. 

 Other prizes will include family tickets for Aberdeen Science Centre for the top 2 entries (1 

for primary and 1 for secondary) and the book Kids Fight Climate Change: How to be a 

#2minute Superhero by Martin Dorey. 

 

 

https://aberdeenclimateaction.org/nescan/
https://ukcop26.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58130705
https://aberdeenclimateaction.org/nescan/


                                                              

                        
                      

North East Scotland COP26 Schools Competition 

Our Sustainable Community in 2030 

This Autumn, leaders from all over the world are coming to Glasgow to talk about ways we 

can stop our planet from heating up too much, because people everywhere will be affected if 

that happens. The Glasgow meeting is called COP26, and climate groups from the North 

East of Scotland are going there with visions from communities all over the North East of 

what they want their communities to look like by 2030. We want young people’s visions to be 

included in this as they are the future! 

 

The Competition for Primary and Secondary school pupils 

Produce an entry that describes what your ideal sustainable place to live, work and play 

looks like in 10 years’ time to help people to imagine what our communities could be like 

and the big changes that are coming. Then send us a photo of your entry.  

In creating your entry you should think about how people get around, what the buildings are 

like, what kind of shops are there, schools, libraries etc., where and how do people play, how 

is the food grown, what wildlife is there, how much nature is there, what powers and heats 

our buildings and transport…… 

Examples of how you could show and describe your ideal sustainable place to live, work and 

play looks like in 10 years’ time include: 

 Drawing, embroidery etc.  

 3-D model of your sustainable community 

 Song 

 Poem or short story 

 Video message 

 Any other way you can think of that gets the message across well! 

There are more suggestions below, but feel free to use your own original idea.  

We are looking for bold, creative visions that will inspire people to imagine the big changes 

ahead in the ten coming years and encourage your community to take action to become a 

happy sustainable place.  

How and when to submit 

Entries must be submitted by 5pm, Friday 1st October 2021: 

Primary School Pupils submit here.  

Secondary School Pupils submit here 

 

https://aberdeenclimateaction.org/nescan/
https://padlet.com/clemenceoconnor/3ptxd4ulsfq0ss0z
https://padlet.com/clemenceoconnor/dxvca4trtwi2kj7g


                                                              

                        
                      

All you need to do is submit the photo or photos of your entry. Don’t forget to enter your 
name (and the names of any other people in your group) and a contact email address. If you 
are participating with your school, please include the name of your school and class. 

Successful entrants will be informed by email by Friday 8th October. 

Criteria: 

1. An entry submitted within the deadline  

2. A strong, inspiring vision well and clearly expressed 

3. Each entry must be from a primary and secondary school pupil or a team of up to 5 

pupils 

 

Optional bonus  

You could, if you like, also enter a short video (1-3ms) or written paragraph where you could: 

a. Explain your vision (or perform it if it’s a song, poem or play, in which case 

you can make your video longer, up to 5ms). 

b. Explain how taking part in this competition could motivate you to make 

changes for a more climate-friendly life in future. 

We may feature this on our video screen when we go to COP21….. 

Prizes 

Top entries will go to COP26 in Glasgow on Thursday 4th November. NESCAN will display 

them in their space at the Green Zone, so that global leaders and everyone coming will see 

them. 

 Other prizes will include family tickets for Aberdeen Science Centre for the top 2 entries 

(1 for primary and 1 for secondary) and the book Kids Fight Climate Change: How to be a 

#2minute Superhero by Martin Dorey. 

Helpful resources 

To learn more about climate and sustainability as part of researching your project, you could 

use the following websites and look for your level to make sure the resources are right for 

you: 

 WWF website  

 NASA’s website  

 BBC Bitesize and BBC Teach  

 Twinkl has resources sorted by level on sustainability and you can see which ones 

are free. 

To make and edit your video, if you are making one, the following free apps might help: 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/teach/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
file:///C:/Users/cleme/Documents/XR/COP26%20NESCAN/•%09https:/www.bbc.co.uk/teach%3ffbclid=IwAR2VG0YvOXs1DXae2CNFCsVtZjXN3EZ00u8nwSRS-O8vDO8QzAjZO2W1wpE
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?all=&q=sustainability&c=246&r=parent&fco=14410


                                                              

                        
                      

 For Windows: Windows Movie Maker  

 For iPhones and Macs: iMovie  

 

If you are looking for inspiration: some possible ideas...         

1. Make a 3-D model of your city, community or school in 2030, showing what it would 

be like if it was transformed to become more sustainable, limit its impact on climate change, 

and improve the wellbeing of its inhabitants. Use any materials, from lego to card or 

modelling foam. You are allowed to dream big!  

Resources:  

 https://www.sustainablelearning.com/resource/my-green-city 

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=sustainable%20cities  

 Visualising the future of cities: https://www.wired.co.uk/article/google-sidewalk-future-
of-cities 

2. Write a poem or song with what you would like it be like in the North East of Scotland in 

2030.... If you wish, you could include your reading or performance in a video (up to 5ms) 

and/ or design an artwork with the illustrated words or lyrics. 

Resources:  

 H2O song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPnTTTsVBnQ  

 The Lost Words and Spell Songs Explorer Packs, sheet music and links (for older 

primary-age children, or could be adapted): 

https://www.thelostwords.org/resources/?fbclid=IwAR00jxpwZwZ_1Yuw8LzLRRdrC-

BZX2HVB_SDM7u9wMBJM6gzFaZq56HpBnY 

3. Imagine you could display your community climate vision on every sign in every 

community of North. What would it look like and say? What would it look like to make the 

biggest impact? What would you like people to do after seeing your vision? If you wish, 

make a video to explain your poster and its impact. 

Resources:  

 https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/become-a-climate-
changemaker/ (8-14 year olds) 

 To design a poster, you could use: https://www.canva.com/templates/ 

5. Write a story or a play about you and your town or community, imagine that you are 

in 2030, describing what it is like at that point, and looking back at the changes that have 

been made since 2021. What is different? What do you see, hear, smell in your 

surroundings? What do you use to go around from place to place, what do you buy, wear, 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=sustainable%20cities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPnTTTsVBnQ
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/become-a-climate-changemaker/
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/become-a-climate-changemaker/
https://www.canva.com/templates/


                                                              

                        
                      

eat, learn in 2030? What has been lost? What has been gained? How are you and others 

feeling about it all, and about the future? Your entry will be the story/ play itself, and your 

video (if you wish to make one) could be the play’s performance (5ms long max.)  

Resources: 

 https://www.sustainablelearning.com/resource/my-green-city 

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=sustainable%20cities  

 Visualising the future of cities: https://www.wired.co.uk/article/google-sidewalk-future-
of-cities 

 How sustainable communities work: 
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/green-science/sustainable-
community2.htm 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=sustainable%20cities
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/google-sidewalk-future-of-cities
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/google-sidewalk-future-of-cities

